Latest news…

Whispers on the
breeze

Free Swimming Lessons &
Reduced Rate Membership
Abbey St. Bathans, Bonkyl and Preston
Community Council have approved funding
to offer free swimming lessons and reduced
cost memberships at Duns Swimming Pool
for residents in our area.
Learn2Swim
This very popular and successful
programme is taught by fully qualified ASA
teachers in groups.
Annual Memberships
Members may attend all public sessions
and special sessions (e.g. aquarobics) free
of charge. Annual memberships will be part
funded, 70% covered by the funding
To apply for membership or lessons, please
email the Community Funds Administrator
on email:
communitycouncilfunds@gmail.com to
request an application form
To find out more about Duns Swimming
Pool, please visit the website
www.dunsswimmingpool.co.uk

Broadband survey
We launched this survey in mid-July to scope out
uptake for a new radio-signal-based internet
network, which would be able to reach areas of our
community that are currently poorly served by any
existing network internet providers.

Welcome to the Summer 2021 edition of
the PACT newsletter – keeping all in our
community of Abbey St Bathans, Bonkyl &
Preston informed about the work PACT is
doing on your behalf, and other community
news.

Paper copies were posted to every property in the
area and we have had a good response so far via
our online form. We had an issue with the online
form early on, with the submit button being off
screen on some devices, if you think you may have
missed this (it comes after the thank you notice) we
would be grateful if you would fill it in again – many
thanks!

Abbey St Bathans Hall
Book a tour!

Huge thanks to all of you who have completed the
survey! We will keep it open for a few more weeks
until response rates tail off, then we will be in touch
with next steps.

The new hall in Abbey St Bathans is almost complete and ready to be signed off by the planners.

You can find the survey via our website here:
pactrust.org.uk/connectivity/

which we will publicise via email, website and notice boards.

Once we have the completion certificate we will be able to hold our grand opening celebration,
In the meantime, we would love to show you round!
You can book a tour by emailing hello@pactrust.org.uk

Whiteadder Watersports Centre
Whiteadder Watersports Trust is a registered charity, established after the group won the bid for the lease to
run the sailing centre last year. Many in our community will have fond memories of getting out on the water

What is PACT?
PACT stands for Preston & Abbey Community Trust. It was created following a consultation the Community

and will be looking forward to using the facilities again. PACT has part funded the Watersports Centre with

Council organised in 2015. It is a voluntary organisation with charitable status, and its mission is to undertake

£5000 to enable them to get started and the team have been working hard to get everything ready to open

projects and activities that will help improve the quality of life of people living in Abbey St Bathans, Bonkyl and

soon. You can keep up to date with progress by checking out their website: whiteadderwatersports.co.uk

Preston. The Board of Trustees who oversee PACT’s work are all volunteers and live in the community it serves.

PACT are currently working with the Watersports Centre team to arrange a package of discounts for

PACT receives funding through the community benefit paid by three nearby windfarms: Penmanshiel, Aikengall II and

members of our community and have ringfenced funds for this (see grants section). Keep an eye on our

Quixwood Moor. We spend funds on behalf of the local community, to enable the implementation of the Community

website and the notice boards for details.

Action Plan. We also run grant schemes on behalf of the windfarm companies that local groups and projects can
apply to for funding. Some of the projects we have supported feature in this newsletter.

Chair’s letter

Grants awarded by PACT in 2021

Whatever disruption the global pandemic may have had on our lives, the wind has not
stopped blowing. Our community fund from the three wind farms has been maintained and
the Trust that manages the distribution of the fund has met and planned and spent.

PACT runs grant schemes on behalf of three wind farm operators in our area.
Here are the grants awarded so far this year, to benefit our community:

Included in this newsletter is a summary of the grants awarded so I don’t wish to replicate
that story. The one capital project that has been ongoing throughout the Covid times has
been the hall at Abbey. That is nearly completed and we would like to invite you to come and
have a look round (you can book a tour by emailing hello@pactrust.org.uk). The point we
want to stress is that this is an asset for everyone in our area to enjoy. The building with its
lovely riverside location lends itself to an indoor / outdoor experience and thus complements
the Preston Village Hall. The new hall is owned by PACT and will be managed on behalf of the
Trust by a newly formed Village Hall Committee. We hope you will come and see what a
fantastic place it is, and that the bookings will roll in.

• £1000 ringfenced for subsidised access to Whiteadder Watersports Centre when it opens

Along with the programme of grants and projects the other good news story is the
appointment of Beth Landon as our Trust and Projects Officer. She lives in Preston and she
will network, communicate and coordinate with the Trust, the residents and other community
agencies, to improve the lives of those who choose to live in Abbey St Bathans, Bonkyl and
Preston. This is a great step forward. One comment one hears all too frequently is “who and
what is PACT?” Hopefully, this will change as Beth spreads the word! The word is most
effectively spread by email so see information below on how to sign up for PACT membership
and our email news. We hope to see you at the hall soon!

June

Yours, James Dobie.

You can make it happen by applying to PACT for grant funding. Anyone can apply, you do not need to
be a charity or organisation, as long as your project benefits members of this community. If you are a
PACT member we can also give you help to spread the word about your project, help recruit volunteers
and offer support e.g. access to Covid-risk assessments.

PACT membership
Developing a sense of community
One good thing that has come out of a really tough time through the pandemic, has been the amazing
community response. From the pop-up food larders (funded by PACT, with thanks to Resilient
Communities and Reston & Auchencrow Community Larder for making these happen), to neighbours
shopping for those who have been shielding. The pop-up larders help save food from landfill, but they
also meet a need for connection and, perhaps, bring a sense of togetherness.
We at PACT want to do more to strengthen this sense of community and would love you to join with us
in this. One way you can get involved is by becoming a PACT member. Members will receive more
regular updates and are also able to vote at our AGM to help shape the future of the Trust.
NEW! We are now offering support to members with getting new community projects off the ground –
check out the “Do you have a project idea?” section for more details.
You can sign up for membership via our website: pactrust.org.uk/join-us/
If you need help to fill out the form, please email membership@pactrust.org.uk

March
• £500 towards the cost of leavers hoodies for Duns Primary School P7s
May
• £2,040 DunsPlayFest (funding for this was carried over from 2020, which didn’t go ahead).To thank
us for this funding, residents in the PACT area who bought pass for this online drama and music
festival are entitled to receive a voucher for one free ticket to any Duns Players production at the
Volunteer Hall Duns (valid for one year from issue date). Please visit dunsplayfest.org.uk/residentsof-the-hills to give your details, including your postcode, to receive your voucher.
• £2000 for P.E. equipment for Duns Primary School
• Maintenance grants for Preston and Abbey St Bathans village halls (£5000 each per year, with
agreements being drawn up for these)

Do you have a project idea?
Perhaps yoga classes, a community choir, roadside planters, a pop-up cafe?

We are in the process of making it easier to apply, by streamlining our application process, so you will be
able to apply to PACT and the Board will decide which windfarm fund is most suitable to draw from
(rather than applicants having to choose which fund to apply to). You can apply online via our website
(pactrust.org.uk) or request an application form by email funding@pactrust.org.uk
ABBEY ST BATHANS, BONKYL & PRESTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL
(ABPCC)
CALL FOR NEW MEMBERS

The Abbey St Bathans, Bonkyl and Preston Community Council (ABPCC) serves as a link between the
Scottish Borders Council and the residents of this community. We speak for the community on
consultations, and pass information back to the community through our website. An important
responsibility of the Community Council is to administer the Crystal Rig Wind Farm fund, which is open
to applications from anyone in the community.
Would you consider joining the Community Council?
Any resident over 18 years old is eligible, and we have vacancies at the moment. You would be
welcome to attend our meetings if you would like to find out more. Our website (https://abpcc.org/) gives
the meeting dates, the email address to contact us, as well as further information about our activities.
We all want to live in a thriving community, and by joining the Community Council you can help to
support our local area. Please have a look at our website, and let us know if you are interested.

