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THE STORY AND VIRTUAL TOUR



The old hall

"Improving
community
facilities"

In 2015 ABPCC, our community council,

undertook a community survey, to find out

how residents want to see the wind farm

community benefit payments utilised.

 

This led to the development of a

community action plan, and PACT (Preston

and Abbey Community Trust) was

established to oversee its implementation.

 

 One of the main themes identified in the

survey was to improve community facilities,

starting with a new hall to replace the old

one in Abbey St Bathans.

 

http://pactrust.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/preston-abbey-cap.pdf
http://pactrust.org.uk/
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IN  JANUARY  2018  A  PROFESSIONAL

COST  PLAN  WAS  DRAWN  UP

CAMERONS  ARCHITECTS  FROM

GALASHIELS  SURFACED  AS  THE  FRONT

RUNNER  FOR  THE  PROJECT  IN

NOVEMBER  2016  FOLLOWING  A

TENDER  PROCESS

Planning progressed throughout 2017 with the

topographical survey completed in August

This document was invaluable in the coming

months, as the long drawn-out process of

arranging the funding took place

A  COMMUNITY  MEETING  WAS  HELD  IN

OCTOBER  2018  FOR  FEEDBACK  ON  THE

PLANS
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BY  MARCH  2019  A  QUOTE  WAS

RECEIVED  FROM  CRUIKSHANK

AND  SONS  FOR  THE

DEMOLIT ION

The pace quickened and by August

asbestos specialists were on site and

the demolition was truly underway.

Throughout the following two years

they have worked diligently and

skillfully to bring the plans to life, while

complying with COVID regulations.

Cruikshank and Sons went on to

become the eventual main contractors

for the build, chosen from among

quotes from four companies. 



The Steering
Group

James Dobie, Chair of PACT, has headed

up a small group of local residents (the

Village Hall Committee) to oversee the

hall project. Our enormous thanks go to

James, Andrea and Charley Walker,

Morag Lamond, Joy Dobie and Gillon

Dobie for all their work behind the scenes

making this happen for our community!

Many
hours of

volunteer
time



Completion

 COVID and Brexit have meant inevitable

delays and additional costs but these were

kept to the minimum

 

The new hall was completed in September

2021

 



 Aikengall II's Community Windpower Fund,
Quixwood Moor Community Windfarm Fund

(County Durham Community Foundation) and
Penmanshiel Energy's Community Fund have

enabled the complete rebuild of our village hall,
to the highest standards and with beautiful

materials and finishings.
 

We'd like to thank our funders on behalf of our
community.

 

Let's take a tour....

The Funders

"You only get
one chance in
life to do
something like
this, so we
made no
compromises"

James Dobie



Light and bright

Wide entrance suitable as a

separate meeting space

Accessible via ramp

Coat hooks from original hall

THE

ENTRANCE

A warm welcome

Flexible space 



Front
Garden

area

Newly landscaped area

at the front of the hall

Fenced in so children can play safely

Outdoor Wi-Fi and speakers!

Plenty of parking spaces

Safe space for the kids



The hall
New comfortable seating

Beautiful wooden floor

Contemporary decoration

Full length French doors along the front

View to the river

Hatch to kitchen for catering at events

Doors to decking at front and rear

Main
space



Pub-style speaker system

Throughout hall  - even in the loos!

Built-in screen and
projector

Community gatherings to watch big

sports matches or film screenings

THE  TECH

Flexible lighting

Uplighting and zoned spot-lighting

with options to suit each occasion

Internet access

High speed broadband - fibre to the

premises!



WELL -DESIGNED

Serving hatch

Two commercial dishwashers

Plenty of cupboard and surface space

RIVER  VIEW

Door to "drinks" decking

Sink with a view!

WELL -EQUIPPED

Double oven

Fridge Freezer

New crockery and cutlery

THE
KITCHEN



 Meeting
Room

Suitable for private meetings or

smaller gatherings alongside events

 Shelving for storage

Door to rear decking

Office space



and of
course...the
toilets

 

Top spec with underfloor
heating!



Accessible toilet with wet-room style

shower and baby-changing table

The shower allows the option of use of the

hall as a base for children's camps or even

for cycling to work in the office space!

SHOWER 



Large Shed
For items such as a lawn mower, BBQ

and outdoor tables and chairs

Outdoor storage



A touch
of

history

WE  HAVE  KEPT  TWO

ORNAMENTAL  ROOF  VENTS

FROM  THE  OLD  VILLAGE  HALL

Suggestions for how to integrate them in

the new hall are welcome!



Access to beach
area on the

Whiteadder River

Perfect for family events, BBQs, overflow from
the hall on a warm evening



Abbey Timber
The larch cladding , decking and fencing

was grown within a mile of the hall and

processed by the saw-mill in the village

Locally sourced



Another key feature of our Community

Action Plan was to improve the water

supply in Abbey St Bathans (which is not

connected to the mains supply). 

While the grounds were being dug up a

natural spring was located at 85m and a

borehole sunk. This is currently a back-up,

but will potentially be able to provide an

alternate source of water to the village in

the future.

BOREHOLE 

http://pactrust.org.uk/action-plan/


AIR  SOURCE  HEAT

PUMP

...which we're working on being

covered by the government's

Renewable Heat Incentive scheme!

WIRING  FOR

ELECTRIC  CAR

CHARGE  POINT

Coiled up under the decking, ready

for an EV charger when we get one.

ECO
FRIENDLY



Cost
"If you started a project like this

now, it would probably cost

double"

The Architect

Total project cost was around
£500,000

Around £100,000 was saved on VAT
as a new build for a charity!



Next steps

FOR  THE

COMMUNITY

OPENING  PARTY  -  COMING  SOON!

The Village Hall Committee (made up initially from the

steering group for the project) has been set up. If you would

like to be involved please get in touch (hello@pactrust.org.uk)

To book the hall please email abbeystbathanshall@gmail.com

PACT will be supporting the hall (and Preston Village Hall)

with annual maintenance grants.

The Village Hall Committee will be working with PACT to put

on community events, including an opening party. We look

forward to seeing you there soon!

mailto:abbeystbathanshall@gmail.com

